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TAGS: SHUM, AR, FG 

SUBJECT: EXTRADITION OF ALLEGED NAZI EDUARD ROSCHMANN 
REF: (A) STATE 158288, (B) BUENOS AIRES 5028 

1 . THE WEST GERMAN REQUEST FOR EXTRADITION OF ALLEGED 
NAZI WAR CRIMINAL EDUARD ROSCHMANN WAS TURNED OVER TO 
FEDERAL JUDGE GUILLERMO RIVAROLA ON JULY 7. JUDGE 
RIVAROLA REPORTEDLY ORDERED THE ARREST OF ROSCHMANN ON 
JULY 9. HOWEVER, IT IS STILL UNCLEAR WHETHER ROSCHMANN 
HAS BEEN ARRESTED AND HOW THE EXTRADITION REQUEST WILL 
ACTUALLY BE RESOLVED. 

2. WEST GERMAN EMBASSY MINISTER HANS VON VACCANO TOLD 
EMBOFF JULY 1 1 THAT THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC REQUESTED 
GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINE LAST OCTOBER TO EXTRADITE 
ROSCHMANN AND REVOKE HIS ARGENTINE NATURALIZATION WHICH, 
ACCORDING TO GERMAN OFFICIALS, WAS FRAUDULENTLY OBTAINED 
THROUGH THE USE OF FALSE DOCUMENTS. GOA OFFICIALLY AGREED TO 
PROCESS THE EXTRADITION REQUEST IN AN EXECUTIVE DECREE SIGNED 
BY PRESIDENT VIDELA JUNE 30. (SEE REFTEL B.) 

3. THE SUBSEQUENT ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DECREE AND ERRONEOUS 
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PRESS REPORTS THAT GOA HAD ALREADY AGREED TO EXTRADITE ROSCHMANN 
WERE VERY UNFORTUNATE, ACCORDING TO VON VACCANO. ALTHOUGH THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT WAS PROBABLY MEANT AS A PUBLIC GESTURE TO SHOW 
THAT THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT IS NEITHER ANTI-SEMITIC NOR PRO- 
NAZI, IT BACKFIRED. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY AT FIRST CLAIMED TO 
KNOW NOTHING ABOUT THE ANNOUNCEMENT AND PRESS REPORTS, THEN 
LATER APOLOGIZED FOR THE CARELESS HANDLING OF THE EXTRADITION 
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REQUEST, VON VACCANO SAID. HE ADDED THAT HE DID NOT KNOW WHERE 
ROSCHMANN WAS NOR WHETHER HE HAD BEEN ARRESTED BY ARGENTINE 
AUTHORITIES. ARGENTINE FEDERAL POLICE HAVE CLAIMED THAT 
ROSCHMANN IS NOT IN POLICE CUSTODY. 

4. "THE CASE IS NOW IN THE HANDS OF THE ARGENTINE JUDGE," 

SAID VON VACCANO. HE ADDED THAT THE JSGE AND THE GOA ARE SURE 
TO BE AWARE OF THE POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE CASE AND HE 
EXPECTS THE JUDGEJS DECISION WILL TAKE SOME TIME. 

5. COMMENT: BUENOS AIRES HERALD COLUMNIST JAMES NEILSON ON 
JULY 10 WROTE THAT GIVEN THE RECIPROCAL NATURE OF THE GERMAN 
REQUEST FOR EXTRADITION, THE GOVERNMENT COULD BE 
EXPECTED TO ACT ON POSSIBLE FUTURE ARGENTINE EXTRADITION 
REQUESTS FOR ERP AND MONTONERO "KIDNAPPERS AND KILLERS 
SKULKING IN GERMANY AND OTHER PARTS OF EUROPE TODAY". IN REPLY 
TO THE NEILSON COMMENTS, MINISTER VON VACCANO SAID THAT 
GERMANY ACCEPTED THE PRINCIPLE OF RECIPROCITY AND HAD LEGAL 
MECHANISMS OF EXTRADITION AS WELL AS POLITICAL ASYLUM. VON 
VACCANO WENT ON TO SAY THAT ALTHOUGH HE WOULD NOT IMAGINE THE 
FRG WOULD PROTECT A KILLER JUST BECAUSE HE CLAIMED TO HAVE 
POLITICAL MOTIVATIONS, EACH CASE WOULD HAVE TO BE STUDIED ON 

ITS OWN MERITS AND WOULD REQUIRE AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIAL 
DECISION. 
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